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Dear Delegates,

We are honored to be able to welcome you to the AMSI Model United Nations 2026

conference as the chairs International Court-ofJastiee committee! We, as first-time
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used merely as a starter resource and no

expected to conduct your own independent research about the topic to enhance the flow of
debate and to showcase the rigor that you bring to the conference. Make sure to grasp the
topic as a whole and make sure to understand each characteristic of the situation. This
document is created to provide a simple outline of what the content of the topic entails as

well as providing you with a solid basis on what the topic is.



We are ecstatic to be a part of the journey that you will have as delegates! Your

participation in this year’s conference will illuminate the way that you see the world.

As your chairs, we plan to invoke a debate that highlights the individual excellence of
each delegate throughout the days of the conference. We frankly cannot wait to see you
delegate the ICJ committee! Please do not forget to send us your position papers through

your Mawakeb Mail, and do not hesitate to a questions or any inquiries that you may

have as we are always here_te

Your Chairs,

Rayan Sadek



Topic: United States of America Vs. Venezuela: Examining the Justification

of the USA's actions in Venezuela

Through the recent scrutiny that the United States of America has employed upon
Venezuela, there have been debates on whether the taking of President Nicolas Maduro came
with its own justifications. Through the sudden lapse of events, the United States of America
(spearheaded by President Donald Trumap)-ha stely, shifted the origins that were

present within Venezuelaspfior tosthe"invasion
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Prior to the invasion in early 2026, the United States of America had sustained from
invading a Latin nation since 1989. In December 2025, the way Donald Trump threatened the
Venezuelan government not to mention the fact that the United States targeted several
Venezuelan individuals between the year of 2025. In addition, 25 percent of the US Navy was

stationed in borders around Venezuela so that President Maduro be pressured out of

4



Venezuela, so that the USA can take destructive action against the integrity of the
government. (Why Venezuela? | Epicenter, 2025) Critics have also argued that the invasion of
Venezuela is likely based on the idealistic representation of Trump’s illustrious capabilities
when it comes to the USA carrying out permanent consequences against governments. These
consequences were described by civilians as mass brutality from the United States forces

towards the Venezuelan government.

election, Maduro faced

large criticism for his vote by a simple %15). As, a result of this, civilians

continuously asked for a recount only to be met with the neglect with the president that had
just been appointed (Maduro). Clearly, the relationship between Maduro and his people was

negative showcasing a lack of trust. (Admin, 2013)

Despite the humanitarian violations that were present by the USA towards Venezuela,

the state of the Venezuelan government must be highlighted as one that is weak. From having



the presence of humanitarian violations within the country to having an amount of GDP be

amounted from the drug trafficking that was present within the nation.

Analysis

In examining the case of the United States of America and Venezuela, the justification
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get'the USA as pet Article 94 of the UN charter. i‘

the violation of Article 51 which se@ 4 glofa‘self=defence’ seeing the USA’s claim
that the Venezuelan government was seen as a harmful organization. Moreover, UN Charter
Article 2(7) claims that non-intervention policies must be present even if that nation is
mishandling their affairs within their government (unless it infringes upon the safety of
another). (Boca, 2026) However, let this not cloud the human rights violations that the

Venezuelan government have broken. For example, the ill — treatment of detainees which



goes against Article 7 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), not to
mention breaching Article 6 of the ICCPR which grants the right to life which Venezuela has
broken multiple times by outgoing a severe amount of death penalties. ICCPR Article 19
grants the right to free speech which Maduro also did not grant through his reign, and most

significantly Article 14 of the ICCPR which calls for fair trials which Maduro breached when

he allegedly miscounted the voting in his favor (as stated before). (OHCHR, n.d.)
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6. Should Venezuela be placed ttrde

development of the government?
7. Should the ICJ have the jurisdiction to prosecute nations directly when they see fit?

8. How can the ICJ ensure a balanced resolution that serves both the USA and

Venezuela?



Starter Resources

1. http://www.icj-cij.org/court

2. https://epicenter.wcfia.harvard.edu/articles/why-venezuela

3. https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/americas/south-america/venezuela/report-

venezuela/

4. https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-
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Venezuela: U.S. attack seriously violates international law. (n.d.). International Federation for

Human Rights. https://www.fidh.org/en/region/americas/venezuela/venezuela-u-s-attack-

seriously-violates-international-law

Wales, M. (2026, January 10). Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump safeguards Venezuelan

oil revenue for the good of the American and Venezuelan people. The White House.
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https://transparenciave.org/economias-ilicitas/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Drug-Trafficking-in-Venezuela-2024.-Transparencia-Venezuela-en-el-exilio.pdf
https://transparenciave.org/economias-ilicitas/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Drug-Trafficking-in-Venezuela-2024.-Transparencia-Venezuela-en-el-exilio.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/how-do-states-react-to-advisory-opinions-rejection-implementation-and-what-lies-in-between/4AF4CED5401C7C89B2F4FB2EC327D2DA
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https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2026/03/05/trump-and-venezuela-s-rodriguez-exchange-lavish-praise-amid-oil-partnership_6751110_4.html
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https://www.fidh.org/en/region/americas/venezuela/venezuela-u-s-attack-seriously-violates-international-law
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/americas/venezuela/venezuela-u-s-attack-seriously-violates-international-law

https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2026/01/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-

safeguards-venezuelan-oil-revenue-for-the-good-of-the-american-and-venezuelan-people/

Why Venezuela? | Epicenter. (2025, December 19).

https://epicenter.wcfia.harvard.edu/articles/why-venezuela

Amnesty International. (n.d.). Human rights in Venezuela.

https://www.amnesty.org/en/locatiQn
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